












essential  
party prop

“Prevent guests from having  
to dig through a mountain  
of coats by investing in a 
metal folding garment rack.” 
—Ted Allen

Garment rack, $69;  
containerstore.com  

And above all  
else, keep your  
sense of humor!
“If a blunder happens, just take it  
in stride. At one of my get-togethers 
last year, a friend spilled red wine on 
our brand-new duvet cover. I just 
laughed and told him, ‘It’s not a real 
party unless red wine is spilled.’  
PS: We ended up getting it out with 
Tide!” —Joanna Goddard 

“Order funny paper cocktail nap-
kins, like the ones from mikwright 
.com, to lighten the mood. I set  
out a few stacks, then wait to hear 
guests crack up when they read 
them. Mix the napkins like a deck of 
cards so that people standing 
together won’t have the same ones.” 
—David Guas

“It may sound odd, but I actually  
like to see the mess the next morn-
ing. It reminds me of how much  
fun we all had the night before!” 
—Libbie Summers

“Pull off the coolest party trick with plain  
old dry-erase pens. Simply draw a playful design directly 

on the glass of a framed portrait, then use  
a damp rag to wipe it off the next day.” —David Stark
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